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Protecting the Flyway
he Conservancy takes great pride in its successful
protection of dozens of bird nesting islands and other
critical nesting habitats throughout Maine. Mark Island, the
Chapter’s latest project described on page 4, protects southern
Maine’s largest colony of heron species.

T

or migratory species, however, protecting nesting
areas does not ensure their sur
vival; perhaps the most challenging need of bird conservation is
to ensure the health and protect
tion of habitats throughout their
migrations, which sometimes span distances from the tundra to the tropics. This issue of Maine
Legacy underlines this need and discusses the conservation of two areas-the South Lubec Sand
Bar and Sprague Neck Ecological Area-critical to
migratory shorebirds.

F

inally, more than half of all North American
songbirds, as well as a high percentage of
shorebirds and waterfowl, spend winters in the
tropics. In this newsletter, our chairperson presents
her impressions of the conservation landscape in
Mexico, where rich tropical forests and extensive
wetlands protect winter habitat for thousands of
Maine songbirds and other bird species.
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THE DIRECTOR’S COLUMN
by J. Mason Morfit

Machias Bay as the Sprague Neck Bar
Ecological Reserve Area. As part of this
designation, the Navy and The Nature
Conservancy have signed an agreement
for cooperative management of the eco
logical reserve.
he day after Labor Day, the end of
Sprague Neck itself is part of the
Maine’s ephemeral High Summer,
can be a particularly depressing one:Naval Communications Unit in Cut
ler, which provides radio communica
the first step down the slippery slope
tions between high level command
into the bleak, bitter, bronchial days
authority ashore and Navy ships, planes
of winter. September 4, 1990, howev
and submarines operating in northern
er, was a notable exception.
latitudes. Those who have seen its thir
First of all, the weather was perfect:
teen 800-foot-plus towers on the Cut
balmy, cloudless, and so crystal clear
ler shore will have no trouble believing
that, from Sprague Neck in Cutler, one
that this installation, with a transmit
could see at least 10 islands protected
ting power of two million watts, is the
by The Nature Conservancy —the most
most powerful radio station in the
distant, North Libby, a good six miles
world.
offshore. The waters of Machias Bay
Sprague Neck Bar itself is ecologi
glittered with silver, and Sprague Neck
cally
significant primarily because it is
itself shone like brass . . . Navy Brass.
believed
to be among the best feeding
The top brass on the premises was
and
roosting
sites in Maine for migra
Jacqueline Schafer, Assistant Secretary
tory
shorebirds.
(Another is the South
of the Navy (Installations and Envi
Lubec Sand Bar, described on page 3.)
ronment). Adding to the military glit
Particularly in late August, shorebirds
ter was Commander Judith Tarbox in
by the tens of thousands gather at
full formal regalia. Yours truly was giving
Sprague Neck Bar, where they may
it his best shot in a Navy blue blazer.
increase their body weight by as much
The occasion for all these ruffles and
as 50% before continuing their migra
flourishes was the formal dedication of
tory journeys to destinations thousands
a long cobble beach extending into
of miles to the south.
Nineteen species of shorebirds have
been recorded at Sprague Neck Bar,
including black-bellied plovers, semipalmated sandpipers and, less frequently,
both buff-breasted and Baird’s sand
pipers. The Bar also attracts large num
bers of waterfowl, including Canada
geese and a variety of ducks, including
dwindling numbers of black ducks.
Among the avian predators who tend
to regard shorebirds and waterfowl as a
lunch break, bald eagles, peregrine fal
cons, and a variety of hawks also fre
quent the area. The first breeding pair
of merlin in Maine was recorded at
Sprague Neck in 1988.

A Place for
the Shorebirds
at Sprague Neck

T

Least sandpiper

2-Maine Legacy, December 1990

The Maine Chapter’s co-management of Sprague Neck Bar parallels a
unique cooperative agreement between
The Nature Conservancy and the
Department of Defense signed in 1989.
Under the terms of this agreement, the
Conservancy assists the Defense Depart
ment in the identification and protec
tion of rare and endangered species on
military installations in the United
States. Pursuant to this agreement, The
Nature Conservancy had previously
initiated cooperative projects on 13
Defense Department properties else
where in the country; however, the
Sprague Neck Bar agreement repre
sents the first designation of an Eco
logical Reserve Area in the Northeast.
Shortly before this newsletter went to
press, Congress passed legislation that
may greatly enhance the working part
nership between The Nature Conser
vancy and the Department of Defense.
Termed the Legacy Resource Manage
ment Program, this legislation is
accompanied by an appropriation of $ 10
million for fiscal year 1991 to facilitate
the protection of important biological
resources on military installations. Con
sidering the fact that the Defense
Department owns 25 million acres across
the country, this legislation presents a
tremendous opportunity to protect many
critical habitats in the United States.
Public access to Sprague Neck is con
trolled due to security considerations.
Persons wishing to visit the area should
make prior arrangements through Naval
Communications Unit, Cutler, (207)
259-7221.

The South Lubec Sand Bar
he Maine Chapter has
recently completed the pur
chase of a critical component of
one of Maine’s most important
shorebird staging areas, known
as the South Lubec flats. The
property, a long, straight sand
and gravel spit running parallel
to the shore for approximately
3,500 feet, is an unusual and
dramatic land form that is cen
tral to the protection of this
staging area.
The Nature Conservancy South Lubec sand flats
purchased the property for
$40,000 from a Connecticut couple,
chase protects the sand bar itself, asso
who at one time were planning to use
ciated saltmarshes that separate it from
the property as a trailer park. This pur
the mainland and, perhaps most impor
tant, the wide, nutrient-rich mud flats
exposed during low tides.
The South Lubec flats are a critical
stop-over, or staging area, for migrating
shorebirds that travel south in late sum
mer from their nesting areas in subarctic
and arctic Canada. They are one link in
a hemisphere-long chain of wetlands con
sidered critical for migrating shorebirds.
During migration, nationally signif
icant numbers of semi- palmated sand

T

pipers, semi-palmated plovers, blackbellied plovers, ruddy turnstones,
sanderlings and other species con
gregate on the mud flats to feast
on insects, worms, and other inver
tebrates.
The birds’ feast may last a week or
longer, during which time each bird
may increase its weight by 50% or
more. Without the mud flat’s boun
ty of food and the opportunity to
roost undisturbed on the uplands,
the shorebirds would not have
enough energy to complete their
migrations, which can total more
than 4,000 miles for some species.
Because of its unusual geologic char
acter, the sand bar appears in Maine’s
Register of Critical Areas. Because of its
importance to shorebirds, this property
has also been identified as a key site for
protection as part of the North Amer
ican Waterfowl Management Plan, an
international effort headed in Maine
by the Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife to protect critical wetland
habitat. The bar also appears on Maine’s
Register of Critical Areas. The purchase
will be funded in part by a grant from the
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.

Shorebirds: A Fragile Existence
ne of the great pleasures of visiting
the beach in late summer and early
fall is the chance to see vast flocks
shorebirds, those seemingly indistin
guishable grey and brown birds, fondly
nicknamed the “peeps,” that run in and
out of the waves, pecking at invisible
insects and amphipods.
The opportunity to see these mag
nificent flocks, however, can no longer
be taken for granted. Shorebirds depend
on expansive, undisturbed tidal mud
flats and wetlands during their migra
tions, and it is estimated that more than
60% of these habitats in the United
States have been fragmented or degrad
ed for commerce, agriculture and recre
ation. This factor, in addition to loss of
habitat in their wintering areas in Cen
tral and South America, has contribut
ed to significant shorebird population
declines throughout the Western Hemi

O

sphere. Between 1974 and 1982, for
example, biologists have estimated that
of50 to 80% of the hemisphere’s popula
tions of three shorebird species—the
short-billed dowitcher, the sanderling,
and the whimbrel—have died out. Trag
ically, this trend continues.
Shorebird migrations differ from those
of other birds because vast numbers of
these migrants must be “funneled”
through a few key spots, called staging
sites, where a super abundance of food
awaits. This type of migration presents
unique challenges for conservation
because the loss or degradation of a sin
gle staging site can jeopardize large por
tions of entire shorebird populations.
The conservation challenges contin
ue. It is not enough to protect even the
most important shorebird staging areas,
because most shorebirds must complete
voyages of several thousand miles, from

their wintering grounds in South Amer
ica to their nesting grounds in the Arc
tic and back again; their welfare depends
upon the conservation of every single
wetland “link” in the chain along the
way. Each site is vital to the survival of
thousands upon thousands of shorebirds.
Nationwide, The Nature Conser
vancy has established many preserves
to protect important shorebird stopover
areas. The Maine Chapter has recent
ly played a role in two such sites, Sprague
Neck Wildlife Area and the South
Lubec Sand Bar, described on this and
the preceding page.
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Mark Island
ising sharply out of the water at
the eastern edge of Casco Bay,
Mark Island, rich with wildlife, will
soon join the 88 Maine coastal islands
permanently protected by the Maine
Chapter. Through an unusual cooper
ative effort between the Chapter and
one of its generous members, the Chap
ter has secured a long-term option to
purchase this island jewel.
Lying alone with its southern edge
boldly facing the open ocean, this
derful linkage of protected natural areas,
twelve acre island hosts an unusually
these same birds regularly fly to the
diverse population of wading bird
Conservancy’s Morse Mountain pre
species. During the spring and summer
serve to feed.) Meanwhile, the shores
months, its trees are filled with blackof this island are alive with various
crowned night herons, great blue
seabird species, which also use this
herons, and snowy egrets. In fact, this
island for nesting.
island is the most northerly known nest
Because of its importance to these
ing area for the snowy egret in the
bird species, Mark Island appears on
northeastern United States. (In a won
Maine’s Register of Critical Areas and
is recognized by the Maine Department
of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
(MDIFW) as a major protection prior
ity.
Marketed by a West German real
estate firm as an affordable island with
spectacular views, Mark Island came
to the attention of a local Chapter
member, who offered to buy the island
while the Chapter raised the funds for

R

Mark Island

Above left: Mark Island; Above right: blue
heron
its repurchase. Competing with a fam
ily from New York who sought the
island as a summer home site, the Con
servancy negotiated the island’s pur
chase on this member’s behalf. In
return, the Conservancy received an
option to repurchase Mark Island at
the original price.
When the Maine Chapter acquires
title, Mark Island will be the third Mark
Island along Maine’s coast protected
by the Conservancy.

We Are Qrateful For...
New Life Members:
Any gift of $ 1,000 or more to the
Maine Chapter Land Preservation
Fund provides a life membership for
the donor and spouse in The Nature
Conservancy. All such gifts furnish
a long- term source of support to
help save land here in Maine.
We are pleased to welcome as
new life members:
Jon Henderson
Edward A. Whitney, Jr.

Corporate Support:
An annual gift of $100 or more
qualifies a business as a corporate
member of the Maine Chapter. We
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are pleased to have received the
support from the following:
Exxon Corporation
John Hancock Mutual Life
Insurance Company
Kendrick Corporation

Our apologies for leaving out
Mechanical Insulation Services
from the list of Corporate Supporters in
our I990 Annual Report

Foundation Support:
We are grateful for the support of
the following foundations:
Elmina B. Sewall Foundation
The Vingo II Trust

Memorial Gifts:
Gifts in memory of the following
individuals have been received by
the Maine Chapter:
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Austin
Dorothy Beveridge
Philip “Skip” Cress
Dr. George A. Dodge, Il
Ransom P. Kelley
Robert La Bonta
Thomas Me Neal
E. Elizabeth Walker
Nancy Walton
Alice Whiting

STEWARDSHIP NEWS
high-quality natural landscapes, the
study will supplement the Conservan
aine’s natural environment is sur
cy’s efforts to identify ecosystems that
prisingly diverse. Vast forests,
warrant special attention and protec
rugged mountains, thousands of lakes,tion. Barbara Vickery, Maine Chapter
expansive wetlands, miles of free-flow
Director of Science and Stewardship,
ing rivers, islands, broad bays, and bold
serves on the Ecological Reserve Steer
coasts: all are part of Maine’s landscape.
ing Committee.
To protect Maine’s diversity, conser
The study, to be completed in Febru
vationists are working to establish a sys
ary 1991, will provide the needed
tem of ecological reserves that comprise
groundwork for legislation authorizing
the best examples of the state’s repre
the establishment of a statewide eco
sentative ecosystems. Following a leg
logical reserve system.
islative study order passed in 1989, the
State Planning Office initiated the Eco
Thank You
logical Reserve Study. When state bud
pecial thanks to volunteers Warren
Dwyer and Ron Proctor, who helped
get cuts threatened to halt the study,
the Conservancy came up with funds to
Conservancy and Audubon staff take
help the state continue the effort. This
down fencing exclosures at Seawall
two-year study seeks to identify and rec
Beach. These exclosures were used dur
ommend what ecosystem types should
ing the nesting seasons of least tern and
be part of a reserve system, how large the
piping plovers to protect the eggs and
reserves should be, what are appropri
chicks from predators like foxes, skunks
ate uses for the reserves, and where they
and raccoons.
should be located.
For clearing and posting boundaries
This summer, ecologists carefully sur
at Marshall Preserve, we are grateful
veyed all public and private conserva
for the help of Mark Stavish, Joan Hem
tion land in the state looking for areas
inway and Charlie Bassett.
that might qualify as ecological reserves
Warm thanks to Jonas Klein, who
and identifying the ecosystem types not
helped clear and post boundaries at
yet well represented or protected on
Ledgewood Preserve.
public lands.
What a response to our wish for com
passes! Bobbie Kleinholz, Andrew and
The Ecological Reserve Study may
yield many important findings for The
Rebecca Dunbar, and Mrs. James E.
Nature Conservancy’s future protection
Foster, all donated beautiful compass
es, which will help prevent our stew
efforts. In its attempt to identify exem
ardship staff and volunteers from tak
plary natural communities and large,

Ecological Reserve Study

M

ing the “long way” back from their field,
fen, and forest surveys! Thanks for your
generous donations.

Wish List:
• Long-handled lopping shears or
machete for clearing brush while
boundary marking
• Small electric space heater to make
a chilly office more comfortable
• Transportable cellular telephone for stay
ing in touch with our peripatetic staff
• Can You Build Shelves?
The Maine Chapter needs sturdy, broad
shelving (industrial type okay) for stor
ing boxes, or the materials to build
shelves AND someone to build them.
Can you help? Please call Julie Hen
derson at the Chapter office, 729-5181.
• Can You Spare a Roof (or a Room?)
Next summer, we hope to have a grad
uate student working at Waterboro
Barrens collecting information on the
fire history of the area and develop
ing baseline inventories to guide our
stewardship planning for this new
preserve. If you know of any poten
tial simple, low-rent housing in
Waterboro, Shapleigh, Limerick or
Newfield, please contact Barbara
Vickery at the Chapter office.

Cole-Haan Grant Supports
Douglas Mountain
Stewardship
n extremely generous $5,000 grant
from Cole-Haan of Yarmouth has
greatly enhanced the Chapter’s ability to
care for Douglas Mountain, one of our
most frequently visited preserves. In
announcing the grant, George Denney,
president of Cole-Haan, said his com
pany “applauds the purpose and effort of
View from Douglas Mountain preserve
the Conservancy and is delighted to
help make Douglas Mountain even more
enjoyable for its thousands of visitors.”
struction of a horizon map and protec
tive guard rail for the tower at the
Cole-Haan’s gift makes possible the
completion of several projects at the
mountain’s summit, a survey of the pre
preserve, including the design and conserve’s northwest boundary, improve

A

ments to the parking lot, and repair
and maintenance of the stone tower.
Work on the map and survey are
expected to be completed this fall.
The Maine Chapter is grateful for
Cole-Haan’s thoughtful support.
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The Nature Conservancy
and the Tropics
hrough its Latin America Division, the Conservancy has built
effective partnerships with private conservation groups in South
Mexico
and Central America and the Caribbean. With scientific, managerial
and financial assistance from the Conservancy, these local partner organi
Panama
zations have been able to protect millions of acres of important tropical
habitat—from rainforests to coral reefs—both directly and by facilitating
local government action.
In recognition of the ecological relationships between North and South America, many
state chapters of the Conservancy are providing assistance to Latin American conservation
efforts.
In September of 1989, the Maine Chapter trustees formed a committee to explore ways
that the Chapter could make a meaningful contribution to the Conservancy’s international
program. The committee looked for Latin American conservation projects that shared the same
goals and concerns as conservation efforts in Maine, including migratory birds, forests, islands and
coastal lands, pressures of development, global warming, and the challenge of building local support.
After researching priority Latin America projects representing these concerns, the trustees chose
to sponsor six projects in Mexico, Panama, and Bolivia.

T

O Location of projects
sponsored by the
Maine Chapter

Bolivia

THE MAINE CHAPTER WILL SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING PROJECTS:
Bolivia:
1.) AMBORO NATIONAL PARK, 432,000 acres
Environment: moist tropical forests
Species of special interest: several species of cats, spectacled bear, southern helmeted curassow, abundant bird life
Major threats: Colonization, rice farming, extensive road construction
Conservancy partner organization: Fundacion Amigos de la Naturaleza

2.) NOEL KEMPFF MERCADO NATIONAL PARK, 2,272,400 acres
Environment: Amazon rainforest
Species of special interest: Internationally endangered wildlife; high numbers of endemics,
species found nowhere else in Bolivia; great diversity of birds and mammals
Major threats: Illegal harvest of mahogany and cedar trees on eastern side of park;
construction of access road from Brazil
Conservancy partner organization: Fundacion Amigos de la Naturaleza

Bolivia

Mexico:
1.) SIAN KA’AN BIOSPHERE RESERVE, 1.3 million acres
Environment: lowland tropical forest, dune and coastal vegetation
Species of special interest: high species diversity; critical migratory bird habitat
Major threats: tourism development; overharvesting of plant and animal resources
Conservancy partner organization: Amigos de Sian Ka’an

2.) RIO CELESTUN AND RIO LAGARTOS WILDLIFE REFUGES, 264,000 acres
Environment: extensive mangrove swamps, estuaries, lagoons, beaches
Species of special interest: Mexico’s largest flamingo colony; nesting sea turtles; crocodiles;
endemic fish in isolated pools; crucial habitat for vast flocks of wintering shorebirds and
waterfowl
Threats: cattle grazing, poaching, indiscriminate road and dike building, which blocks flow
of estuaries
Conservancy partner organization: ProNatura

Mexico

Panama:
1.) LA AMISTAD INTERNATIONAL PARK. 494,000 acres
Environment: mountains; tropical rainforests; wide range of forest and wetland habitats
Species of special interest: harpy eagle, king vulture, jaguar, tapir, quetzal, numerous
migratory birds
Threats: colonization along existing oil pipeline road, cattle grazing
Conservancy partner organization: Ancon

2.) BASTIMENTOS ISLAND NATIONAL MARINE PARK, 35,000 acres
Environment: island chain, coral reefs
Species of special interest: nesting and migratory shorebirds and seabirds
Threats: coastal development
Conservancy partner organization: Ancon
Note: The Maine Chapter’s support of these Latin American countries is part of the national
Conservancy’s huge initiative called Parks in Peril, a cooperative campaign by more than 30
conservation organizations in 30 countries to protect 100 million acres of the Western Hemisphere’s
richest, most important natural land. For more information about either the Maine Chapter’s involvement in Latin American
conservation or the Conservancy’s Parks in Peril initiative, please contact Johanna Thomas at the Chapter office.
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Conservation in Mexico:
Sustaining the Land
and its People
by Carol Wishcamper,
Chairperson, Maine Chapter Board of Trustees

Groups in developing countries like
n April of 1990,1 visited the two con
Mexico must employ different means
servation organizations in Mexico
that the Maine Chapter has pledged to than U.S. conservation groups to pro
tect their natural resources. Perhaps
sponsor and met with their directors,
the greatest challenge of conservation
Juan Bezaury of Amigos de Sian Ka’an
in developing countries is to protect
and Joanne Andrews of ProNatura, in
large, fragile areas while also sustaining
an effort to gain first hand knowledge
people’s livelihoods, which, for gener
and a deeper commitment to interna
ations, have depended on the land and
tional conservation.
its resources.
The size and scope of their conser
As a result of the immense size of the
vation projects is far beyond any work
lands in question, issues of conservation
undertaken in Maine or most other
management are highly complex and
states. The Sian Ka’an Biosphere
must consider both human impact and
Reserve alone encompasses 1.3 million
economic
viability. To
acres, divided equally between tropi
accommodate
both
cal forest, marshes and mangroves, and
these
concerns,
the
a portion of the world’s second largest
“
biosphere
reserve
”
coral reef. ProNatura’s projects, Rio
concept has been ini
Lagartos and Rio Celestun, together
tiated. This concept
comprise 264,000 acres of lagoons,
dictates that the most
beaches, and lowland tropical forests.
fragile land area, called
The challenges of conservation in
the “core zone”, will
Mexico differ not only in size and scope
be preserved in its nat
but also in the absence of strong gov
ural state as habitat for
ernmental support. The government is
rare and endangered
willing to designate important natural
species. In the Sian
areas as “preserves,” but in actuality
Ka’an reserve, these
these are “paper parks” with no
species include the
resources allocated for management or
manatee, jaguar, oce
protection. There are no signs, rangers,
lot, crocodile and tapir
guards or any visible evidence delin
— as well as nesting sites for sea turtles
eating “park” boundaries from other
and thousands of waterbirds including
lands.
the roseate spoonbill, wood stork, and
In contrast, conservation groups in
boat billed heron.
the United States, including the Con
The core zones of the Rios Lagartos
servancy, have successfully been able
and Celestun support the greater
to curtail human pressure in setting cer
flamingo, wading birds, and huge con
tain fragile and important lands aside as
centrations of migratory waterfowl. The
preserves.
barrier beaches pro
vide critical nesting
habitat for the
endangered hawksbill and green sea
turtles. Inhabitants
of the lagoons in
clude crocodiles and
manatees; the la
goons also serve as
important spawning
areas for shrimp,

I

crabs and various ocean fish. Jaguars,
white-tailed deer and the endangered
ocellated turkey inhabit the scrub
forests.
The remaining, less fragile lands of
the biosphere reserve comprise the
“buffer zone.” Where appropriate, lowimpact development within the buffer
will continue to support local inhabi
tants, primarily fishermen, hunters and

farmers of Mayan ancestry.
With a relatively small human pop
ulation and no imminent threat of
development, Juan Bezaury and Joanne
Andrews are both confident that the
biosphere reserve concept will prove
successful. They feel their efforts will
benefit from the availability of the most
valuable resource, time: time to plan,
time to educate the local people, and
time to develop sustainable resource
management that will both support the
people and conserve irreplacable
wildlife habitat.
The management plans for the
reserves include scientific research and
field projects that will develop sus
tainable use of natural resources to sup-

Continued on page 8
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port the residents’ liveli
hoods. Current projects
are proving that the con
servation of renewable
natural resources does
not forbid their use, yet
does require wise plan
ning. •
Private, non-profit
organizations like ProNatura and Amigos de
Sian Ka’an have emerged
to make the preservation of these areas
a reality. The support of The Nature
Conservancy is critical in helping estab
lish these new organizations, to furnish
funds, share experience, and provide
on-the-ground training.
As inspirational as it was to see these
large pristine areas and their wildlife
inhabitants, it was even more inspir
ing to meet Juan and Joanne and their

staff members, to feel their deep com
mitment and to witness their extraor
dinary breadth of skills and depth of
knowledge. Conservancy partnerships
can offer them assistance in fund rais
ing and institutional development,
while they also have much to offer us
as partners in implementing a vision
of sustainable use of our own precious
natural resources.

you’ll love MAINE FOREVER
he second edition of Maine Forever, a Guide to the
Nature Conservancy Preserves in Maine, is a completely
revised and expanded version, with information on more than 60 preserves
including a special section on access and directions. Indexed for quick
reference and spiral-bound for convenience, this book can guide you to
many of Maine’s most beautiful spots and show you what to look for there.
Price is $17.95 plus $2.00 shipping. For delivery in Maine,
add 5% tax ($1.00). Please contact our office for more information.
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The Diamond Lands
I

Mattawamkeag
River:

Nahmakanta/
Rainbow Townships:

3

• 31,512 acres
• 50 miles of shoreline on 24 lakes
and ponds
• 8,000 acres of roadless wilderness
• mountains, forests, rivers, streams,
wetlands, gorge
• extraordinary wilderness and
recreational values, including
Appalachian Trail

2

4

Androscoggin River/
Turner and Leeds:
• 2,262 acres in towns of
Turner and Leeds
• 9.4 miles of frontage on
the Androscoggin River
• Gulf Island Pond
region,
5 miles north of
Lewiston-Auburn
• significant wildlife
habitat
• important
open
space
and
recreational
land

• 4,119 acres
• 15 miles of river frontage
• large peatland complex,
tributary streams
• abundant wildlife
• popular recreational area

Mattagodus
Stream:
• 1,425 acres of wetland/
woodland complex
• along 4 miles of
Mattagodus Stream
• contains one of New
England’s most eco
logically significant fens
• home to at least 10 rare
and endangered species
• recreational uses
include fishing,
hunting and canoeing

5

The seven
sites that
make up
the proposed
Diamond
Occidental
acquisition
project are
described
in more
detail
throughout
this
newsletter.

Little Ossippee
River:

• 175 acres and one mile of river
frontage
• adjacent to 1,100-acre tract under option
for purchase by The Nature Conservancy
• superb fishing and canoeing

6

Sabattus
Mountain:

• 90 acres, highest peak in town of Lovell
• potential habitat for peregrine falcon
• scenic views of White Mountains and Kezar Lake Region
• popular for hiking

7 Little Concord Pond Addition:
• 52 acres on lower slopes of Bald Mountain
• adjacent to 550-acre Little Concord Pond State Park
• protects habitat for peregrine falcon
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Purchase Agreement
from page 1

History of negotiations
In November of 1988, the Land for
Maine’s Future Board asked The Nature

Douglas Bane

Diamond Occidental Forest, Inc. and
the James River Corporation (which is
in the process of acquiring most of
Diamond’s lands in Maine), have agreed
to sell the targetted properties to The
Nature Conservancy for just over $13
million. This purchase price is approx
imately $2 million below the land’s
appraised fair market value.
In addition, Diamond Occidental has
offered to donate $200,000 toward a
management fund for these lands.
The option agreement includes seven
distinct sites in eleven different towns
throughout northern and southwestern
Maine.
These properties represent a highly
diverse cross-section of Maine’s north
ern forest landscape and shelter some
of Maine’s most endangered wildlife
habitats. In addition, the forests, rivers
and lakes within these properties offer
virtually unlimited recreational oppor
tunities.

Conservancy to approach James River
and Diamond Occidental about the
Nahmakanta/Rainbow Township and
Androscoggin River lands. The Con
servancy was recruited for the job
because of our expertise in negotiating
complex land transactions and our
good working relationship with the
landowners.
The Nature Conservancy had already
worked successfully with Diamond
Occidental to protect nearly 15,000
acres of land in Maine, and several key
James River leaders are active Conser
vancy volunteers.
Because the Conservancy had pre
viously reviewed Diamond’s entire in
ventory of Maine lands, we were able
to expand the discussions to include
other parcels of state significance. As a
result, nearly 8,000 additional acres of
prime wildlands will be protected.
The historic agreement that emerged
between The Nature Conservancy,
Diamond Occidental/James River, and
the Land for Maine’s Future Board
required hundreds of hours of negotia
tions over an eighteen month period.
The Conservancy’s Associate Director
Kent Wommack led and coordinated
the project from its inception.

The extraordinary complexity of the
project is highlighted by the fact that
no fewer than eight public agencies
(and at least as many private parties)
were involved at some level in the
negotiations.
Completion of this landmark acqui
sition is dependent upon securing over
$13 million in funding during the Con
servancy’s four-month option period.
It is anticipated that the Land for
Maine’s Future Board will authorize
most, but not all, of the necessary
funding. In addition, the National Park
Service is expected to contribute approx
imately $1.5 million for its acquisition
of the Appalachian Trail corridor,
which bisects the Nahmakanta/Rain
bow Township property. Several other
conservation-minded parties have ex
pressed interest in helping to insure the
success of this initiative.

tracts of northern forest land not al
ready protected by public ownership.
Among the property’s assets are
nearly 8,000 acres of virtually road
less wilderness. This portion of the
property lies within the larger socalled Debsconeag Lakes region, sev
eral unusually pristine townships that
link Nahmakanta Township to Baxter
State Park. This region is notable for
its high concentration of remote wil
derness ponds, including the entire
chain of eight Debsconeag Lakes.
The Debsconeag portion of the
property is bounded on the south by
more than 12 miles of the Appala
chian Trail encompassing both sides
of 1000-acre Nahmakanta Lake.
In total, the property includes over
fifty miles of undeveloped shoreline
encircling twenty-four pristine lakes
and ponds.

The Diamond
Lands
N ahmankanta/
♦ Rainbow Townships
Southwest of Baxter State Park lies
Nahmakanta Township, a vast for
ested landscape embroidered with
magnificent lakes, streams and wet
lands.
Nahmakanta Township, along with
the lower half of adjacent Rainbow
Township, encompasses over 31,500
acres and forms the centerpiece of the
proposed Diamond Occidental acqui
sition. The property is considered to
be one of the most diverse and scenic
Nahmakanta/Rainbow Townships
land, 31,500 acres.

to page six
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Clockwise from left:
Nahmakanta’s Fourth
Debsconeag Lake with
views of snow-covered
Katahdin; fall color at
Little Ossippee River;
Androscoggin River’s
Gulf Island Dam,
Diamond lands to the
north; the rare arethusa
orchid on Diamond land
in Turner; cross-country
skiing at Sabattus
Mountain.
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Legacy
National Conservancy
President to Speak at
Annual Meeting
lease join us for the Maine Chapter
Annual Meeting on Saturday, July
14th, when members and friends will
have the opportunity to meet and hear
Dr. John C. Sawhill, recently appointed
the national president of The Nature
Conservancy. President Emeritus of
New York University, Sawhill has also
held several high federal appointments.
Dr. Sawhill brings to the Conser
vancy exciting goals for the organiza
tion, and extensive experience in
business, government and education.
He is also an avid outdoorsman, back
packer, and an enthusiastic and fre
quent visitor to Maine.
Dr. Sawhill’s talk is among many
highlights during a full day of field
trips and other events. Details were
published in the April issue of Maine
Legacy. Registration prior to the
business meeting begins at 3:30 p.m. at
Laudholm Farm in Wells, Maine.

P

Join Us on July 14
The April issue of Maine Legacy invited
all members and friends to our Annual
Meeting on July 14th at the beautiful
Wells Reserve at Laudholm Farm in
Wells. Please join us! Call our office
(207)729-5181 for details.
Directions to the Wells Reserve
Take 1-95 Exit 2, turn left, proceed to
traffic lights, turn left on Route 1,
continue 1.9 miles, turn right at second
blinking light onto Laudholm Farm
Road, turn left at fork and right into
the Reserve Entrance.

New Trustee Nominations, Fiscal 1990-91
The following slate of officers has been
nominated:
Chairperson: Carol Wishcamper
Vice Chairperson: Marilyn
Rockefeller
Vice Chairperson: Bill Alcorn
Treasurer: Charlie Micoleau
Secretary: Don Mairs
The following individuals have been
nominated and will stand for election
as new Trustees:
Kenneth S. Axelson (Rockland). Director/Trustee of Central Maine Power
Co., Grumman Corp., Key Trust Co.
of Maine, UNUM Corp., Farnsworth
Library and Art Museum, and others.
Formerly Exec. V.P. and Director, J. C.
Penney Co.; Deputy Mayor for Finance,
New York City; partner in charge of
national management consulting ser
vices for Peat, Marwick, Mitchell &.
Co.; Management Consultant, McKin
sey & Co. University of Chicago.
Weston L. Bonney (Portland). Chair
man and Chief Executive Officer,
People’s Heritage Savings Bank.
Trustee, Bates College, Portland Sym
phony Orchestra. Director, Maine
Development Foundation (V. Ch.),
Greater Portland Chamber of Com
merce, Portland United Way. Bates
College, Rutgers University.
Jean M. Deighan (Bangor). Vice Pres
ident, F. L. Putnam/Winslow Invest
ment Management Co. Formerly, Vice
President and Senior Trust Officer,
Norstar Bank of Maine, and attorney
with Twitchell, Gray and Linscott.
Jackson College/Tufts University,
University of Maine.

Horace A. Hildreth, Jr. (Falmouth).
President, Diversified Communica
tions. Trustee/Director Conservation
Law Foundation, Davis Family Conser
vation Foundation, Maine Community
Foundation, Island Institute, Maine
Coast Heritage Trust, Westbrook
College. Former Maine State Senator
(Ch., Energy Sc Natural Resources
Comm.), attorney. Bowdoin College,
Columbia University.
Maurine P. Rothschild (Dark Harbor).
Director, Maine Humanities Council,
New England Foundation for the Arts.
Trustee, College of the Atlantic, North
east Health Foundation, Fund for Peace.
Past President, Farnsworth Museum,
Islesboro Historical Society, Former
Commissioner, Maine Arts Commis
sion. Former Trustee, Radcliffe Col
lege. Radcliffe College, Columbia
University.

Renominees are as follows: Michael
W. Aube (Bangor); William D. Blair,
Jr. (Vinalhaven); Sherry F. Huber (Fal
mouth); and Ralph H. Robins (York).
We extend our sincere thanks for
outstanding service to the following
Trustees who will be retiring from the
Board this year: Dr. Peter B. Corcoran
(South Freeport), Dr. Malcolm Coulter
(East Holden), Minnette H. Cummings
(Portland), and Cherie Mason (Sunset).

THE DIRECTOR’S COLUMN

We are also creating a new position
eflecting the continuing evolution
of Stewardship/Protection Assistant
and expansion of our mission,
we’ve recently made several significantto provide general assistance to the
stewardship and protection depart
personnel changes at the Maine Chapter.
ments. We are pleased to welcome
Associate Director Kent Wommack
aboard in this position Kathleen Drew.
and I have re-allocated responsibilities
Kathleen’s background includes ex
for Chapter leadership. While our
tensive consulting work preparing
titles remain unchanged, 1 will serve in
environmental impact statements, con
effect as chief executive officer, while
ducting environmental risk assess
Kent will serve as chief operating
ments, and implementing environmen
officer. This will give me more time for
tal mitigation projects. Kathleen ob
fund raising, communications, and
tained her B.S. in biology from Bucknell
strategic planning; Kent will assume
University and her M.S. in coastal
primary responsibility for day-to-day
studies from the University of Dela
operations of the Chapter, while also
ware.
retaining primary responsibility for
major land acquisition projects. If you
want to give us a lot of money, call me;
Also a recent addition to the staff is
if you’ve got a problem (or some
Johanna Thomas, our new Communica
gangbuster real estate), call Kent!
tions Coordinator, who will edit the
Chapter newsletter, coordinate our
media outreach, and manage special
Director of Science and Stewardship
events. Most recently, Johanna served
Barbara Vickery and Associate Director
as Information and Education Coordi
Julie Henderson have expanded and
nator for the Maryland Natural Heri
modified their respective job descrip
tage Program. Previously, she was a
tions. Barbara will be concentrating on
research technician with the Cornell
the science half of her title, conducting
University Laboratory of Ornithology
biological monitoring and management
and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
on Conservancy lands, planning and
an environmental educator with the
evaluating sponsored research, review
Chesapeake Bay Foundation, and an
ing potential land acquisitions for
intern with the Atlantic Center for the
ecological and site design considera
Environment. Johanna has a degree in
tions, and generally providing scientific
environmental studies and history from
expertise to the Chapter’s overall pro
Yale.
tection efforts.
Responsibility for many administra
tive aspects of the stewardship program
will shift to Julie, including planning,
budgeting, and fund raising. Julie will
also have primary responsibility for
coordinating stewardship activities of
Chapter staff, volunteers, and preserve
committees.

R

by J. Mason Morfit

Unfortunately, we are also losing a
key member of our staff. Deborah
Clark has served the Maine Chapter
with exceptional distinction for more
than a decade, most recently as Assist
ant to the Director. This is one of those
imprecise titles that encompasses an
incredibly broad array of duties critical
to our operations, including office
manager, chief fiscal officer, computer
specialist, direct-mail fund-raising ex
pert, and a host of other "utility in
fielder/designated hitter” positions
that have brought order out of chaos.
After 12 years with the Maine
Chapter, Deb is taking a leave of
absence to explore other career options.
We hope she will return to the Conser
vancy. Meanwhile, we are deeply grate
ful to Deb for having made as great a
contribution to this Chapter’s success
as any member of the staff.

Finally, we would also like to express
our great appreciation to Dennis Wolkoff, Director of the Conservancy’s
Eastern Regional Office in Boston (and
therefore supervisor of this and 12
other state offices), who will be leaving
that position after eight years to assume
important new responsibilities at the
national level. While not on the Maine
Chapter payroll, Dennis has been our
coach, mentor, friend.. .the first per
son we call when we’ve got a problem,
or need help assessing (and minimizing)
the risk of a new initiative. Dennis will
be sorely missed, and a very hard act to
follow.
That’s the new line-up. With any
luck, we’ll at least make it to the play
offs.

The new communications coordinator,
Johanna Thomas.

’’Show and Go”
Field Trips

STEWARDSHIP

e are delighted to again offer
trips to the following Chapter
preserves. These trips are free an
require no advance registration. Simply
show up at the designated meeting
place and time.

Summer Caretakers

W

nce again, the stewardship staff
are pleased to have a well-qualified
crew on hand to assist in caring for our
most popular preserves.
Field Trip Update:
Scott Hedges and Heather Whitaker
will be caretakers on Damariscove
BARRED ISLAND NATURE
e still have room available on
Island this summer. Recent graduates
WALK (Deer Isle)
the following field trips. Details
of the University of Maine at Orono,
are in the April issue of Maine Legacy. WHEN: Saturday, July 28,
they share a love of the outdoors and a
10 a.m. to 12 noon
Please call our office (207) 729-5181
commitment to conservation. Scott
MEET
AT: Sunset Post Office,
to see if spaces are still open before
brings with him expertise in wildlife
Sunset
sending in your registration.
management and woodworking; Heath
This trip is timed to catch low tide at
er, an Anthropology graduate, became
Barred
Island, a lovely spruce-fir clad
Trip #4. Pine Barrens Ecology, Satur
familiar with maritime cultures while
island
connected
by a sand bar to the
day, June 23.
studying boreal vegetation in Newfound
western
end
of
Deer
Isle.
Trip #7. Bald Eagle Ecology, Narraland and Labrador.
LEADERS: Mamie and Ken Crowell,
guagus Bay/Pleasant Bay boat trip,
Sara Stockwell, of Waterford, has
preserve stewards. Dr. Crowell teaches
Sunday, July 29.
been hired as the Douglas Mountain
biology at St. Lawrence University in New
Trip #10. Frenchman Bay-Schoodic
caretaker. Sara is a part-time educator
York.
Island boat trip, Saturday, Sept. 8.
and full-time mother who spends most
of her time working outdoors on the
CROCKETT COVE WOODS
Waiting lists: Frequently there are
family’s horse farm; she seems to
NATURE WALK (Deer Isle)
last-minute cancellations on field trips
possess the ideal combination of quali
WHEN: Thursday, August 9, 10
that have filled up, so don’t lose hope!
ties for taking care of the mountain and
a.m. to 12 noon
If you have your heart set on a particu
its visitors.
MEET
AT: Sunset Post Office,
lar field trip, we welcome you to join a
Ron Tucker will be back for a third
Sunset
waiting list in case an individual can
year at Great Wass Island Preserve.
The cool, moist air at Crockett Cove
cellation is made.
Ron’s careful maintenance of the
creates a spruce-fir "fog-forest,” lush
preserve trails has been much appre
with mosses and lichens.
ciated, as has his willingness to check
LEADERS: Mamie and Ken Crowell,
on the preserve year-round.
preserve
stewards.
Research Contracts
Jackie Howard, a New Hampshire
he Maine Chapter has awarded
native currently doing graduate work
INDIAN POINT-BLAGDEN
$2,000 to Dr. Irving Kornfield of
at Duke University, will serve as Plover/
PRESERVE NATURE WALKS
the University of Maine at Orono to
Tern Warden on Seawall Beach. Her
(Mt. Desert)
compare the genetic relationships of
experience birding with New Hamp
WHEN: Friday mornings, 9Maine populations of blueback and
shire Audubon and as a community
11:30 a.m., July 6, 13,20, 27
Sunapee char. This study is receiving
assistance outreach worker should be
MEET AT: First parking lot
primary funding from the Bangor Water
especially helpful in dealing with both
Natural history rambles on pre
District, New Hampshire Fish and
the endangered birds and the people
serve’s main trails and perspective on
Game, and the Maine Nongame and
on this beach.
The Nature Conservancy’s efforts in
Endangered Species Program.
Maine.
A contract of $400 has been awarded
LEADER: Peter Blanchard, biology
to a University of Massachusetts
teacher and TNC volunteer Coastal Land
graduate student, who assisted in the
Steward.
study of Carex polymorpha sponsored
by the Conservancy last year, to prepare
a biological monitoring plan for Maine’s
largest populations of this endangered
species.
The reproductive biology of the
small whorled pogonia (Isotria medioloides), will be the focus of research
undertaken by Pati Vitt, a graduate
student at the University of MaineOrono, and her advisor Dr. Chris
topher Campbell.
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Sherry Huber Receives
National Environmental
Award
herry Huber, chairperson of the
Maine Chapter’s Board of Trustees,
has been named one of five national
recipients of a 1990 Sol Feinstone
Award. The Feinstone Award program
annually honors volunteers for signi
ficant contributions to the environ
mental movement.
Along with her duties as chairperson
of the Maine Chapter’s Board of
Trustees, Sherry is concurrently a vice
chairperson of The Nature Conser
vancy’s national Board of Governors.
Sherry also served as head of the
fundraising committee for the statewide
coalition that successfully sponsored
the $35 million bond issue that created
the Land for Maine’s Future Board.
Previously, she served as president of
the Maine Audubon Society and as a
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director of the Natural Resources
Council of Maine. She was also a co
founder of the Mainewatch Institute
and continues as its president. Her
outstanding achievements have brought
her several awards, and the Maine
Chapter has been extremely fortunate
and proud to have her as chairperson.

We are Grateful for...
Memorial Gifts

New Life Members

Gifts in memory of the following
individuals have been received by the
Maine chapter:
Richard Adler
Ralph T. Crane
Jane Warnock Finley
Ada Fraser Fizpatrick
Harry Goodridge
Esther M. Johnson
David L. Kayser
Freeman J. MacDonald
William B. Martz
Luke McConnell
Dr. Eugene Meyer
Vincent Shevlin
Jonathan M. Steere, Jr.

Any gift of $1,000 or more to the
Maine Chapter Land Preservation Fund
provides a life membership for the donor
and spouse in The Nature Conservancy.
All such gifts furnish a long-term source
of support to help save land here in
Maine.
We are pleased to welcome as new life
members:
Marguerite S. Britter
Mr. and Mrs. Roger B. Gorham
Austin M. Jones
Richard J. Schager
Dorothy Mae Small
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Swenson

Foundation Support

Corporate Members

We are grateful for the support of the
following foundations:
Lucia P. Fulton Foundation
Gerrish H. Milliken Foundation
Rosamond Thaxter Foundation

An annual gift of $100 or more quali
fies a business as a corporate member of
the Maine Chapter. We are pleased to
have received support from the following:

Organizational Support
We are pleased to receive support
from the following organizations:
Abnaki Ski &. Outing Club
Kennebunk, Kennebunkport, &. Wells
Water District
Ramanascho Land Preservation Trust
Town of Kennebunk

Acadia Travel, Inc.
Digital Equipment Corporation
S. R. Tracy, Inc.
J. B. Wright & Co.
Morris Yachts, Inc.
Wishcamper-O’Neil Properties

Officers: Sherry F. Huber, Chair, Falmouth;
Dr. Peter Corcoran, Vice-chair, South Freeport;
Marilyn Moss Rockefeller, Vice-chair, Camden;
Donald F. Mairs, Secretary, Belgrade; Charles J.
Micoleau, Treasurer, Portland. Trustees:
William W. Alcorn, Biddeford; Michael W.
Aube, Bangor; William D. Blair, Jr., Vinalhaven;
George W. Cochrane 111, West Southport;
Dr. Malcolm Coulter, East Holden; Minnette H.
Cummings, Portland; Jane Holt de Frees,
Rumford; Elizabeth Donnan, Northeast Harbor;
Scott F. Hutchinson, Cumberland Foreside; John
Lincoln, South Freeport; Cherie Mason, Sunset;
Dr. Ray B. Owen, Jr., Orono; Robert J.
Piampiano, Portland; Dr. Ralph H. Robins, York;
Dr. C. Tattersail Smith, South Berwick; Carol A.
Wishcamper, Freeport. Charter Honorary
Trustee: Edward T. Richardson, Jr., South
Portland.

STAFF
Vice-president and Executive Director, J. Mason
Morfit; Associate Director, Kent Wommack;
Director of Science and Stewardship, Barbara St.
John Vickery; Heritage Program Director, John
Albright; Director of Land Protection, Jim Dow;
Director of Development, William A. McCue;
Assistant to the Executive Director, Deborah Clark;
Associate Director of Science and Stewardship, Julie
Henderson; Administrative Assistant, Jeanne
Desjardins; Membership Secretary, Barbara Clark;
Secretary Bookkeeper, Cynthia Morrison;
Development Secretary, Joan Acord.
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Kent Wommack
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Clockwise from top left:
serpentine course of
Mattawamkeag River;
moose in Little Concord
Pond; globally rare
Dorcus copper butterfly;
rich green floodplain
of Mattagodus Stream;
nestling barred owl near
Nestuntabunt Mountain.
Nahmakanta Township.
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The Diamond Lands
from page three
Though traditionally managed for
timber production, the property pro
vides unequalled recreational oppor
tunities. It is a favorite destination for
Mainers interested in hiking, camping,
fishing, hunting, boating and other
backcountry pursuits. Several of the
lakes are renowned for their salmon
and trout fisheries.
In addition to primitive campsites
and shelters, two traditional Maine
woods sporting camps offer rustic over
night accommodations. As part of the
purchase agreement, Diamond Occi
dental will continue to own and manage
one of these camps for public use.
The Diamond land is part of the KIJo Mary Recreation Area, which pro
vides and manages public access to
several hundred thousand acres of pri
vately owned woodlands.
It is anticipated that the Bureau of
Public Lands will manage most of this
property under its multiple use guide
lines, which emphasize protection of
lakes and other significant natural fea
tures, remote recreation, and selective
timber and wildlife management. In
this way, the incredible wealth of these
forests, mountains and lakes will be
preserved and enjoyed as a premier
example of Maine’s natural heritage.
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Androscoggin River/
♦ Turner and Leeds

Acquisition of 2262 magnificent acres
of mixed woodland in the towns of
Turner and Leeds will permanently
protect 9.4 miles on the Androscoggin
River, its largest remaining section of
undeveloped shoreline.
The property is centered around the
scenic Gulf Island Pond region of the
Androscoggin, five miles north of
Lewiston-Auburn. Here the river is
dotted with islands and the shore is
highly convoluted. The varied topog
raphy of the landscape includes numer
ous inlets, peninsulas, steep easterly
slopes and small streams. Five wetland
areas contribute to the land’s diversity
and wildlife habitat.
From the extensive mixed woodlands
and open areas to the wetlands, creeks
and inlets, the land is noteworthy for
its abundance of wildlife. In the spring
and fall, the inlets and wetlands teem
with black ducks, wood ducks, mal
lards, blue and green winged teal, mer
gansers and Canada geese.
Recognizing the need for nearby
open space and recreational lands, the
Lewiston-Auburn community has en
thusiastically endorsed state acquisition
of the Diamond Occidental lands in
Turner and Leeds. Local citizens formed
the Androscoggin Riverlands Preserva
tion Council, which played a significant
role in promoting the land’s protection.

Mattawamkeag River
♦ and Wetlands

The broad Mattawamkeag river valley
of eastern Penobscot County is blan
keted with mixed woodlands, flood
plains and forested wetlands. Included
in the Diamond lands here are 4100
acres that contain an undeveloped lake
and some of Maine’s most pristine
peatland complexes. These features,
combined with 15 miles of river front
age, provide habitat for a rich diversity
of wildlife.
Originating on mountain slopes east
of Baxter State Park, the river meanders
for over 100 miles before merging with
the Penobscot River in the town of
Mattawamkeag. The drainage area con
tains an extensive wetland system with
magnificent floodplain cedar swamps,
marshes, peatlands and forests. Silver
maple and red oak fringe the banks of
the Mattawamkeag, while maple, cedar
and alder frame a mosaic of marshes
and wet meadows.
The section of river to be protected
provides ideal habitat for muskrat,
otter, beaver, mink, moose and deer.
Mud Pond, located in the southern end
of the property, is one of central
Maine’s most important sites for
nesting and migrating waterfowl.

5. Little Ossippee River

Mattagodus Stream
♦ and Fen

4

The Mattagodus Stream is a tributary
of the Mattawamkeag River, located in
the Webster Plantation, Penobscot
County.
Natural Heritage Program ecologists
consider the fen surrounding Matta
godus Stream one of the most ecolog
ically significant in New England. The
wetland is home to at least ten plants
and animals considered rare or en
dangered in the state, including the
globally rare Dorcus copper butterfly
and a rare mayfly currently found only
in Maine. The occurrence of these
uncommon species points to the site’s
unique characteristics and its outstand
ing quality as a natural area.
The Diamond acquisition encom
passes 1425 acres of this wetland and
woodland sanctuary along a four-mile
stretch of Mattagodus Stream. Careful
management of the site will preserve
the valuable wetland community and
provide opportunities for fishing,
canoeing, skiing and scenic enjoyment.

The Diamond acquisition will achieve
permanent protection for a one-mile
stretch of the Little Ossippee River,
renowned for its superb fisheries. This
wild section of the river, south of Foss
Road near Newfield, is popular with
canoeists and fishermen in the spring
time, when snow melt and rains raise
the height of the water above the rocky
river bed.
The property, located in Waterboro
Township, York County, is adjacent to
an 1,100 acre tract of endangered pine
barrens habitat currently under option
for purchase by The Nature Conser
vancy. The Waterboro Barrens, which
includes several miles of river, lake and
stream frontage, is a site rich in wildlife
and one of New England’s best exam
ples of a pitch pine/scrub oak forest
community. Together, the Waterboro
Barrens and Little Ossippee River site
comprise an impressive natural oasis in
a quickly-developing county of south
ern Maine.
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Little Concord
♦ State Park Addition

In the town of Woodstock, the State
Bureau of Parks and Recreation (BPR)
manages over 550 acres of pristine
woodland, pond and wetland at the
western base of 17OO-foot Bald Moun
tain. The undeveloped park encom
passes all of 26-acre Little Concord
Pond, which is located within 10 miles
of Rumford. The Diamond acquisition
will add an important 52-acre parcel
on Bald’s lower slopes which provides
habitat for peregrine falcons, a federal
ly-listed endangered species.
The peregrine disappeared from
states east of the Mississippi in the
early 1960s, a victim of the insecticide
DDT. A decade later, a highly successful
effort began to breed the species in
captivity. Maine became actively in
volved in reintroducing the peregrine
in 1984, and to date Maine has five
nesting pairs of peregrines.

At 1253 feet, Sabattus Mountain is the
highest peak in the town of Lovell and
a popular destination for western Maine
hikers. Noted for its impressive, nearly
vertical cliff that forms the south
western face, Sabattus provides views
of the White Mountains and the Kezar
Lake Region, three miles to the west.
A one-mile trail leads hikers to the
summit from the Sabattus Mountain
Road, beginning on land owned by
another private company. Wildlife
biologists consider the mountain cliffs
to hold great promise as a nesting site
for Maine’s expanding peregrine falcon
population.
This local landmark would be the
fourth property to be protected by The
Nature Conservancy in the town of
Lovell. Residents strongly supported
protection of the 90-acre parcel, which
was recently listed for sale with a major
real-estate firm.
June 1990, Maine Legacy—7

New Bond Issues
Proposed to Acquire
and Manage Public
Lands
wo important bond issue questions
to support the continued acquisition
and management of public lands will
appear on this November’s referendum
ballot. Both questions are enthusiasti
cally endorsed by The Nature Con
servancy.

T

Public Land Acquisition
In the closing hours of the session,
the Maine Legislature authorized a
referendum for a $19 million bond
issue to replenish the state’s dwindling
land acquisition accounts.
If approved by the voters in Novem
ber, the bond issue would be allocated
among several different needs:
Land for Maine’s Future
Board .......................... $8.5 million
Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife ............ $8.5 million
Farmland Preservation ... $ 1 million
Replacement of the Churchill Dam
on the Allagash Wilderness
Waterway........................ $1 million

Nahmakanta Lake camp

State Parks and Historic Sites
The legislature also authorized a $5
million bond issue referendum for the
repair and maintenance of key state
park facilities and historic buildings
throughout Maine. These parks and
buildings are an important part of our
natural and cultural heritage, yet many
are in serious disrepair due to lack of
funding.
This modest bond issue would ensure
continued, safe public access to dozens
of state parks and historic buildings.

1,000-acre Nahmakanta Lake
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The rare pygmy water lily (Nymphaea
tetragona) grows in Penobscot Pond,
Nahmakanta Township.
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